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GET INVOLVED 

 
By Noel Andersen, Grassroots Coordinator for Immigrants’ Rights at Church 
World Service 

Mississippi Representative Becky Currie introduced a harsh anti-immigrant law 
similar to Alabama’s HB 56 law. Currie’s HB 488 just recently passed the 
Mississippi House Judiciary Committee. Rep. Currie is a member of State 
Legislature for Legal Immigration which has a working relationship with 
Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR), classified as a hate group 
from Southern Poverty Law Center in 2007. 

Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant held a press conference on February 29, at 1:30 
PM with the Mississippi Tea Party and the Mississippi Federation for Immigration 
Reform and Enforcement (M-FIRE) to support Rep. Currie’s HB 488 and 
encouraged the state congress to pass it. 

The Governor’s press conference seemed strategically placed just 15 minutes 
before the Catholic Press Conference at 1:45 PM where Bishops and Priests 
gathered at the end of their annual advocacy day. Catholic groups had over two 
hundred people sign up to visit legislators with a message of immigrant justice 
and welcoming the stranger. The Mississippi Catholic, Episcopalian and Methodist 
Bishops issued a statement to the Governor and the Legislature over a month ago 
responding to HB 488 proposal, which was read at the press conference.  

Governor Bryant’s message was condemning rather than compassionate. The 

Governor was able to mobilize voter’s last election on an anti-immigrant platform. 

Governor Bryant was also backed by M-FIRE, a local group that was originally 

founded and organized by FAIR in 2006. Now, it looks as if HB 488 could pass 

soon, even as the mobilizations in Alabama grow stronger to repeal HB 56. Just as 

Mississippi Bishops have taken a prophetic stance for human dignity and loving 

our neighbor, we too must continue to work towards immigrant justice.  
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 Make sure your state doesn’t 

become another Arizona, 

Alabama or Mississippi. Visit 

the Interfaith Immigration 

Coalition’s website and find 

out how to get involved. 

 Don’t forget to engage with 

us on Facebook and Twitter. 

                       

http://www.loyno.edu/jsri/news/mississippi-bishops-issue-statement-anti-immigrant-legislation-0
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Interfaith-Immigration-Coalition/111736232223240
https://twitter.com/#!/interfaithimm


 

 

  

By Jen Smyers, Associate Director of Immigration & 
Refugee Policy at Church World Service 

As a kid growing up in Chalfont, Pennsylvania, I didn’t 
encounter much diversity. My home and school were in 
the middle of what most would call “white, middle-class 
suburbia”. Little did I know that I would return to 
Pennsylvania as an adult and encounter deep, active 
hospitality and a zeal for advocating for justice. 

Just two weeks ago, I traveled across Pennsylvania with 
Noel Andersen, our grassroots coordinator for immigrants’ 
rights, to meet with people of faith working in solidarity 
with newcomers to the state. From Lutherans, Methodists, 
Disciples, Sisters in Pittsburgh, and Jewish leaders, to a 
Lutheran congregation in Reading, to an interfaith group of 
activists and friends in York, to ecumenical and interfaith 
leaders in Harrisburg, to Sisters and members of the New 
Sanctuary Movement in Philadelphia, to American Baptists 
in Valley Forge, to a group of more than 50 volunteers and 
supporters of refugee resettlement in Lancaster – we 
found welcome, joy, and a passion to advocate for positive 
changes to immigration policies. Everyone we met was 
actively engaged in ministry so intrinsic to their faith, truly 
living out the calls of Isaiah 58 and Matthew 25.   

They were disappointed that their state legislature has 
introduced one of the longest lists of anti-immigrant bills in 
the country. From trying to mandate e-verify and revoke 
business licenses of some companies in order to prevent 
undocumented immigrants from earning a living; to 
preventing access to important benefits for vulnerable 
families; to banning all publicly-funded translation services 
in hospitals, schools and courts; to attempting to force 
local police to act as federal deportation officials; to even 
going so far as to recommend that children born to 
undocumented parents should not have citizenship in 
Pennsylvania, the sponsors of these bills have proven mean-
spirited and uninterested in real solutions to make 
Pennsylvania a more welcoming, safe, and prospering state 
for all.  

But people of faith and people who serve immigrants and 
refugees in Pennsylvania are not deterred. They know 
what’s best for their communities, and are standing up 
against such anti-immigrant laws. They are working 
together to connect efforts across the state to raise a 
prophetic faith voice against intolerance and in support of 
inclusion and togetherness. They have been and will 
continue to meet with their local legislators to send a strong 
signal that people of faith will not stand for hateful, anti-
immigrant sentiment or policies.  

 

IIC Meets With Local Immigrant Advocacy Groups 

They make me proud to be from Pennsylvania.  

Below are a list of resources – not exhaustive – but a 
helpful representation of faith and immigrants’ rights 
groups in Pennsylvania that are doing great work. In 
addition to this list, the Susquehanna Conference of the 
United Methodist Church will be holding its Schools of 

Christian Mission this summer, which will feature a Young 
Adult School study of Immigration in the Bible, which I, (in 
keeping with my Pennsylvanian roots!) will be facilitating. 
Keep up the good work, Pennsylvanians! 

A group of CWS staff and volunteers work on their 
advocacy plan in Lancaster 
 

 Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
 

 Interfaith Alliance of Pennsylvania 
 

 New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia  
 

 Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network 
 

 Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania 
 

 Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition 
 

 Pennsylvania Immigrant Resource Center 
 

 HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) PA 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah%2058&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2025&version=NIV
http://ppjr.org/issues/immigration/legislation.htm
http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/?p=7576
http://www.paimmigrant.org/programs/state-leg-advocacy-campaign
http://www.susumc.org/
http://www.susumc.org/files/umw/SOCM%202012%20brochure.pdf
http://www.susumc.org/files/umw/SOCM%202012%20brochure.pdf
http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/
http://www.tia-pa.org/
http://nsmphilly.blogspot.com/
http://piin.org/
http://lutheranadvocacypa.org/
http://paimmigrant.org/
http://www.pirclaw.org/
http://hiaspa.org/


  

  

State Updates 

Mississippi:  

On Jan. 24, a copy of Alabama’s anti-
immigrant law (HB 488) was passed in the 
Mississippi House. It now goes to the full 
chamber. 

 

California:   

On Feb. 23, State Assembly member Tom 
Ammiano revealed the details of the TRUST 
Act (AB 1081), which would ease the 
burden on local governments from the 
detrimental impacts of the Secure 
Communities Program. Find out more 
about the TRUST Act. 

 

Connecticut 

On Feb. 28, the FBI arrested three police 
officers and one sergeant for mistreating 
Latino suspects and residents. They were 
arraigned on civil rights-related charges. 
Find out more about these charges. 

 

Washington:  

Farmers allied with immigrant rights groups 
against HB 2568 which would mandate E-
Verify across the state. The bill failed in the 
house. 

 

Missouri:   

A “Show Me Your Papers” bill has passed a 
committee and will be up for a vote in 
Senate.  The bill  includes the Arizona 
SB1070 reasonable suspicion provision as 
well as the Alabama school children 
provision. 

 

New Mexico: 

The New Mexico Legislature ended its 
session without taking up HB103, which 
would prevent documented immigrants 
from obtaining driver’s licenses for 
undocumented immigrants. 

 

Maryland:   

Voters will decide in a November 
referendum whether in-state tuition (the 
“Maryland DREAM Act”) should be allowed 
for undocumented immigrants in the state. 

 

Pennsylvania:  

See Jen Smyers’ article on page 2. 

 

Legislative update 

Child Tax Credit 

On Feb. 17, the payroll tax cut bill was passed without eliminating the Child Tax Credit 
(CTC). This credit is given to parents, that pay their income and payroll taxes through use 
of an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) rather than with a Social Security 
number, including many immigrants.  Senator Baucus was a champion of maintaining the 
credit. Make sure to contact his office and thank him. 

 

Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2011 (S. 1925) 

On Feb. 7, the bill passed the Senate Judiciary Committee with a provision that would 
make a third drunk driving conviction an aggravated felony, making LPRs (green card 
holders) who commit such an offense deportable. This is troubling as it could mean the 
addition of other negative immigration provisions as VAWA moves forward.  

 

Administrative Updates  
 

Prosecutorial discretion 

On January 19, the results of the pilot prosecutorial discretion policy in Baltimore and 
Denver were released. Of the 11,682 pending removal cases in these two cities, 16% (or 
1,667 cases) were administratively closed. As this policy expands nationwide, there are a 
number of changes that would make the process more effective. 

 
Immigrants whose cases are closed should be eligible for work authorization, as many are 
not currently. Worsening delays in immigration courts must also be addressed, as the 
emotional and financial strain put on an immigrant family waiting for a verdict on their 
case is emotionally and financially taxing. Additionally, in order to ensure that those in 
deportation proceedings are informed of the prosecutorial discretion policy, the 
Department of Homeland Security should make information publicly available to 
immigrants and communities. Visit the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) 
for resources on prosecutorial discretion. 
 

Stateside waivers for 3/10 year bars 

On Jan. 6, the administration announced a new policy that now allows this for the 
application and waiver processing of waivers to the 3/10 year bars to occur while the 
immigrant remains in the United States. Current immigration laws require undocumented 
children or spouses of U.S. citizens to return to their country of origin in order to apply for 
legalization where they face a 3-10 year ban bar from entry into the U.S.  The proposed 
change would enable undocumented immigrants with a U.S. citizen spouse or parent to 
interview for a provisional waiver while inside the United States. If they are eligible to 
receive the waiver, they would then return to their home country for final green card 
processing. However, the revised policy would exclude interviews in the United States for 
immigrants who have family members with green cards.  

 

The Interfaith Immigration Coalition will focus on IIC is collecting stories of people who 
would benefit from the proposed change, and also of immigrants who would benefit if the 
new process is extended to family members of LPRs. until the official comment period 
opens  Please submit stories to interfaith.immigration.coalition@gmail.com 

 

President’s budget 

In the President’s FY2013 Budget, ICE Detention beds were reduced and the 287(g) State 
and Local Law Enforcement program receives cuts and a plan to phase it out. However, 
there is also an increase for the Secure Communities program and alternatives to 
detention. 

 

https://server1.networklobby.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=8f2487795a994c198a86248a60f58309&URL=https%3a%2f%2fcaimmigrant.org%2fdocument.html%3fid%3d442
https://server1.networklobby.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=8f2487795a994c198a86248a60f58309&URL=https%3a%2f%2fcaimmigrant.org%2fdocument.html%3fid%3d442
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/FBI-Arrests-East-Haven-Police-Accused-of-Racial-Profiling-137956408.html
http://www.baucus.senate.gov/?p=contact
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/us/in-test-of-deportation-policy-1-in-6-offered-reprieve.html?_r=4&scp=1&sq=In%20Test%20of%20Deportation&st=cse
http://www.aila.org/content/default.aspx?docid=37892
http://www.aila.org/content/default.aspx?docid=37892
mailto:____interfaith.immigration.coalition@gmail.com


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERFAITH IMMIGRATION COALITION 

The Interfaith Immigration Coalition (IIC) is a partnership of faith-
based organizations committed to enacting comprehensive 
immigration reform that reflects our mandate to welcome the 
stranger and treat all human beings with dignity and respect. The 
events, news, and action alerts in this email do not necessarily 
receive the support or reflect the views of every member 
organization of the Coalition 

By Eric Gibble, Lobby Associate at NETWORK Lobby 

Beginning on March 10, four immigrant advocates began a 3,000 mile walk from the Golden Gate 
Bridge in San Francisco to Washington, D.C., as part of the Campaign for an American DREAM. 
Throughout this journey, the walkers will engage with various communities to create dialogue on the 
passage of the DREAM Act and humane immigration policies based on values of equality, unity, and 
diversity. In May 2011, the DREAM Act was reintroduced in both the House (HR 1842) and the Senate 
(S 952). 

The DREAM Act is a humane, fiscally responsible piece of legislation that upholds the dignity of the 
individual. Each year, thousands of undocumented youth that have lived in the United States since a 
young age graduate from American high schools. These students are unable to qualify for in-state 
tuition and even if they can afford to pay the international student fees, they are still unable to work 
legally. This puts undocumented students who have called America home for years in limbo.  

“I am walking for the 65,000 DREAMers who graduate from high school every year,” Jonatan 
Martinez, one of three undocumented walkers, said. “I will walk because I believe in the DREAM Act 
and I believe that 2.1 million undocumented students have an indefinite amount of ambition to 
contribute, and give back, to the only county they know, the United States.” 

 
For more 

information on the 
campaign, visit their 

website. 

By Rev. Craig C. Roshaven, Director of Witness Ministries at 
Unitarian Universalist Association's 

The National Day Laborer’s Organizing Network (NDLON) has 
launched Restoring Trust: Breaking ICE’s Hold on Our Communities 
and invite interfaith partners to get involved. Our goal is to have 20 
interfaith teams meeting with officials in their communities to 
advocate for changes in how their communities respond to ICE hold 
requests. 

The purpose of this campaign is to change how local officials 
respond to requests by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
to hold people who have been arrested until ICE can assume 
custody. These hold requests are at the heart of what the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) calls the Secure 
Communities Program.   

The stated goal of Secure Communities is to deport undocumented 
persons who have committed serious or violent crimes. In practice, 
though, many people who have not committed any serious offense 
have been detained and deported through this program.  In 
response,  

California’s Santa Clara Country has refused to comply with ICE 
requests to hold anyone who has not been convicted of a serious or 
violent felony. Cook County, IL, and San Francisco, CA, have 
instituted a similar policy and Washington, DC, is considering doing 
the same. We believe local teams composed of migrant rights 
activists and faith leaders can persuade many other communities to 
do the same. 

To equip these teams we have assembled a number of 
resources. Visit the IIC website for more information. 

 

 

Contact Rev. Craig Roshaven, if you have any questions or want to become more involved. 
 

http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/state-resources/stop-s-comm-at-the-local-level
http://thedreamwalk.org/
http://thedreamwalk.org/
http://thedreamwalk.org/
http://thedreamwalk.org/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/state-resources/stop-s-comm-at-the-local-level
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/state-resources/stop-s-comm-at-the-local-level
mailto:croshaven@uua.org

