
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

APRIL 2012 NEWSLETER 

On Monday, April 23, local DC clergy and national 

religious leaders gathered on the steps of the 

Supreme Court to call for a just ruling against 

Arizona’s anti-immigrant SB 1070 law, which will be 

heard by the Court on Wednesday, April 25. 

Faith-based advocacy groups believe that the 

court’s ruling in United States v. Arizona, which is 

expected in June, will determine whether the U.S. 

will have one immigration policy or fifty. For 

religious leaders this is not a matter of Democratic 

or Republican, liberal or conservative, documented 

or undocumented, but a matter that affects the 

common good of the entire country.  

As Rabbi Noam Marans, Director of Interreligious 

and Intergroup Relations for the American Jewish 

Committee, commented, “The diverse religious 

leadership of America joins together as the 

conscience of this great nation, to urge our judges 

the conscience of this great nation, to urge our 

judges to strike down Arizona’s SB 1070 and fulfill 

the American promise of opportunity and fairness 

for our immigrant community, reflected in the 

Biblical proposition that we are all created in God’s 

image.” 

All sides understand the problems of a country with 

a patchwork of fifty different immigration laws. The 

devastating impacts of separation of families and 

crops rotting in the fields in Alabama and Georgia 

have shown us these harsh and hurtful laws are the 

wrong direction for our country. As a result 

religious leaders from around the country are 

coming to say we need one just and humane 

reform. 

For updates on the 48-hour vigil, visit 
www.InterfaithImmigration.org. 

www.InterfaithImmigration.org


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERFAITH IMMIGRATION COALITION 

The Interfaith Immigration Coalition (IIC) is a partnership of faith-
based organizations committed to enacting comprehensive 
immigration reform that reflects our mandate to welcome the 
stranger and treat all human beings with dignity and respect. The 
events, news, and action alerts in this email do not necessarily 
receive the support or reflect the views of every member 
organization of the Coalition 

 

By Jen Smyers from Church World Service. 

More than a year ago, in March 2011, the Interfaith 

Immigration Coalition launched its “Let My People Stay” 

Campaign.  The goal of the campaign was two-fold: to 

stop the deportations of specific individuals so they 

could remain with their families; and to urge the Obama 

administration to exercise prosecutorial discretion in 

such cases in a broad, systematic way. 

We heard dozens of stories, and many of our partners, 

including United We Dream and HURRICANE, heard 

even more. We shared these stories with the White 

House and the Department of Homeland Security, in 

hopes that they would stop these individuals from being 

deported, and in hopes that in reading these countless 

and powerful stories, they would understand that 

sustainable policy change regarding prosecutorial 

discretion, rather than addressing cases only when 

brought to their attention, was  urgently needed. 

 

People of faith from across the country sent letters to 

President Obama and Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) Secretary Janet Napolitano, as well as both 

Senators from state where the individuals facing 

deportation lives.  Each letter told the story of each 

individual, as well as the communities supporting them, 

and urged these decision makers to allow the individual 

with a deportation order to remain with their families.  

The good news is that it worked! Almost immediately 

after we began sending stories, we saw the individuals 

whose stories we sent be permitted to remain in the 

U.S.  

But this was just a start – while we saw cases provided 

relief one by one, we were pressing for bigger changes.  

On November 17th 2011, DHS issued guidance that all 

ICE lawyers should use discretion, in accordance with 

enforcement priorities, regarding who is deported and 

who is not. Early this year, the administration finished a 

pilot program in Baltimore, MD and Denver, CO that 

provided relief from deportation for thousands of 

immigrants.  

This was a major development, as many individuals are 

now being allowed to remain in the U.S. with their 

families. Other changes, including the proposed 

modifications to applying for a waiver to the 3 and 10 

year bars, signal positive changes the administration has 

made in light of the advocacy of people of faith, 

immigrant communities, and allies across the country. 

But there is still a great amount to do.  

For people of faith, we must continue to tell our stories 

and encourage those in our communities to share theirs 

as well. 

 You can share your story by clicking “Help Collect 

Stories.” We will continue to share these with policy 

makers to push for improved immigration policies. 

Thank you for your commitment, and please continue to 

let us know how we can help you and your communities 

work toward justice for immigrants. 

 

http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/state-resources/stop-s-comm-at-the-local-level
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/campaigns/let-my-people-stay/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/campaigns/let-my-people-stay/

