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American Friends Service Committee statement for the Congressional Record 

pertaining to the Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing 
Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

 
The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an almost 100-year old faith-based organization 
grounded in Quaker belief in the dignity and worth of every person. AFSC provides direct legal services 
and engages in organizing with immigrants and allies along with advocacy and movement building 
throughout the U.S. We directly support immigrants and refugee workers and their communities to 
organize themselves, to seek out and raise their issues as a way to affirm their aspirations and needs, 
and to continue to make contributions to this nation. 
 
Our immigration policy recommendations are grounded in AFSC’s history and values as a faith-based 
organization and in the voices of the communities with whom we are deeply connected. We believe that 
the basis of U.S. immigration policy should be the protection of human rights and equal opportunity, not 
structures that privilege people of certain nationalities, enable employers to tap workers outside the 
protections of wage and safety laws, or result in the forced separation of families and communities. 
Humane immigration policy must include a fair mechanism for undocumented workers to gain 
permanent residency and citizenship in a fair, timely and orderly fashion. At the same time, it must stop 
the detention and deportation system that has torn apart families, and instead ensure that the human 
rights of liberty and due process are enforced. 
 
Specifically we urge compassionate and effective immigration policies that are grounded in the following 
principles: 

 Develop humane economic policies to reduce forced migration 

 Protect the labor rights of ALL workers 

 Develop a clear path to citizenship 

 Respect the civil and human rights of immigrants 

 Demilitarize the U.S.-Mexico border 

 Make family reunification a top priority 

 Ensure that immigrants and refugees have access to services 
 
AFSC applauds the “Dear Colleague” letter released by Senators Leahy, Coons, Blumenthal and Hirono 
calling on Congress to support immigration policy reforms that respect the human and civil rights of 
immigrants. We agree that the current immigration system is punitive, fails to provide adequate due 
process protections, results in unnecessary detention in often inhumane conditions and tears families 
apart. We encourage the Committee to embrace this values-driven approach to reforms. 
AFSC urges the Committee to exert visionary leadership and to support new immigration policies that 
respect the human rights and equal economic opportunity of all in our communities. Thank you for this 
opportunity to submit testimony. 



 

  



 

  



 



 



 



 

  



 

 

                        
 

“As Christians committed to God’s call to welcome the stranger and to promote the 

wholeness and well being of families, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) leaders have for years 

called upon our political leaders to move beyond our current system that leaves our neighbors in 

the shadows, divides us against one another, and devastates children by tearing apart their 

families.  We therefore welcome an opportunity to achieve immigration reform that is not only 

comprehensive and bipartisan, but also consistent with our basic values of justice and 

compassion.”  Rev. Dr. Ronald J. Degges, President of Disciples Home Missions 

 

Statement in Support of Just, Humane, and Compassionate Immigration Reform 

from Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Refugee & Immigration Ministries 

 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a denomination of approximately 700,000 

members and 3,500 congregations that was born from a frontier movement with immigrants 

among our first leaders. Our body was founded on the principles that all are welcome at the 

Table of Christ, and includes a large number of congregations with first generation Americans.  

We recognize the strength of the United States emerges from the diversity of its immigrants, 

and affirm that immigration has played a major role in the development of our countries and in 

the advancement of our economies. 

 

Disciples commend the U.S. Congress and the Obama Administration in recognizing the 

priority need for immigration reform that repairs and updates our current broken immigration 

system.  We welcome immigration reform that is comprehensive and bipartisan, and which is 

“just, humane and compassionate.”  To do so falls in line with our sacred scriptures, where “the 

presence of a stranger is seen as an opportunity for hospitality—the sharing of one’s home and 

resources” (resolution on “Faith and Our New Neighbors,” 2007.) 

 

We applaud the principles outlined in the February 5, 2013 letter by Senators Leahy, 

Hirono, Blumenthal, and Coons which urge commonsense laws that affirm the equality of all 

persons, seek fair hearings and due process, reject unnecessary detentions, and require 

accountability and transparency in enforcement practices.  As Disciples, we are compelled to 

http://www.disciples.org/


speak against mistreatment of the stranger as we remember God’s command that “You shall 

not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21 

NRSV).  We support reform policies which reflect our church’s historical call to “ensure 

adequate legal representation and appropriate civil liberties to all immigrants being targeted 

and detained for national security reasons” (resolution “On Assuring Civil Liberties and Equal 

Justice to Immigrant Communities in the United States,” 2003.)   

We further insist that security for our country should not result in racial discrimination, 

threats of deportation, or targeting immigrants on the basis of national, ethnic and religious 

identity.  We support the right of our nation to defend our borders and to ensure the integrity 

of the workplace through enforcement.  However, our nation has pursued policies focused 

upon enforcement for over twenty five years, and unnecessarily punitive and disproportionate 

enforcement must not deprive immigrants of their basic human and civil rights.   

Therefore, last week we joined our denominational voice with diverse ecumenical 

partners in the “Christian Churches Together” network from Catholic, Evangelical/Pentecostal, 

Historic Protestant, Orthodox, and Historic Black churches, to highlight these unified principles 

for fundamental immigration reform:   

 An earned path to citizenship for the 11 million people in the United States 

without authorization. 

 The priority of family reunification in any immigration reform. 

 Protecting the integrity of our borders and protecting due process for 

immigrants and their families. 

 Improving refugee protection laws and asylum laws. 

 Reviewing international economic policies to address the root causes of 

unauthorized immigration. 

We pray for legislators in their important work of crafting legislation that reflects our 

values for just, humane, and compassionate immigration reform, and look forward to 

supporting these reforms together. 

  



 

Church World Service statement for the Congressional Record pertaining to the  
Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing on Wednesday, February 13

th
, 2013 

 
As the U.S. Senate considers how to best fix the U.S. immigration system, Church World Service (CWS), 
a 67-year old humanitarian organization, urges the Senate to enact immigration reforms that strengthens 
family unity and provides a pathway to citizenship for immigrants who are currently undocumented. The 
CWS network of 37 protestant denominations and 36 refugee resettlement offices across the country 
welcomes newcomers by helping them integrate into their new communities. We advocate for immigration 
reform not only because it is the right thing to do to improve the lives of our immigrant brothers and 
sisters, but also because it is the smart thing to do for our economy and communities.  
 
Immigration reform must include a workable, clear, and attainable path to full citizenship for the 
approximately 11 million men, women and children who are undocumented. These aspiring citizens are 
American in all but paperwork, and should be provided an opportunity to take the citizenship exam and 
pledge the oath of allegiance. As shown by a recent bipartisan poll conducted by Hart and Public Opinion 
Strategies, 80% of Americans support immigration reform that includes a path to citizenship.

1
  

 
Immigration reform must also prioritize family unity. Family unity is integral to the economic contribution of 
immigrants, and also key to the function of our immigration system. When families are separated by 
lengthy visa backlogs, bars to re-entry, and no option to adjust their status, our immigration system, by 
failing to function in a timely way, incentivizes illegal entry.  
 
Family unity spurs integration, as families provide strong foundations for learning English, purchasing a 
home, pursuing job opportunities, starting a business, preparing children for college, and contributing to 
communities. When families are together, the money they earn fuels the U.S. economy through taxes, 
investments, and the purchasing of goods and services.  A key example of this are immigrant-owned 
companies, many of which are run by families, contribute more than $775 billion dollars annually to U.S. 
gross domestic product, creating jobs that are essential to economic growth.

2
  

 
Our current visa system only allows U.S. citizens to sponsor their spouse, children, parents, and siblings; 
and Lawful Permanent Residents (LPRs) can only sponsor their spouse and children. In addition, visa 
backlogs can be as long as seven years for a spouse or minor child of LPRs, and as long as 27 years for 
a sibling of a U.S. citizen. CWS urges Senators to authorize additional visas so that families do not have 
to wait years to be reunited. We are opposed to any reduction in family visas or proposals that claim a 
false-choice between family visas and employment visas.  
 
Immigration reform should not continue or increase harmful enforcement policies that have proven 
ineffective and inhumane. For decades, the United States has increased border and interior enforcement 
efforts. Last year alone, the U.S. spent more than $18 billion on immigration enforcement, more than all 
other federal law enforcement agencies combined.

3
 However, border militarization and fence 

construction, workplace and home invasion raids, utilizing local police to enforce immigration laws, and 
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inhumane detention, coupled with congress’s failure to enact real solutions, have only further damaged 
an already broken system.  
 
CWS is committed to working with all members of the Senate and House to enact immigration reform that 
will keep families together and provide a pathway to citizenship. Such reform would mark real progress. 
We need to make our immigration system work better for our economy and for the fabric of our 
communities – families. We urge all members of the Senate to strive toward this goal.  
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The Franciscan Action Network welcomes the work of the bi-partisan Senate Committee and the Obama 
Administration to make humane, common sense immigration reform a priority for this Congress.  After 
years of failure to mend our country’s broken immigration system, these efforts offer hope and 
encouragement to millions of aspiring Americans eager for a path to full citizenship, and to families 
separated by rigid and unfair practices within the current immigration system. 
 
We support the principles stated by Senators Coons, Blumenthal, Leahy and Hirono in their  
“Dear Colleague” letter of February 5.  We join these Senators in calling for immigration reform that is in 
accord with our country’s values: i.e, provides enforcement that includes transparency, equality, due 
process, humane treatment, reduces the impact on children and families, and rejects discrimination and 
racial profiling.   
 
We firmly believe, in accord with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, that reform must include a 
fair and reasonable path to citizenship for eleven million undocumented immigrants, many of whom 
have been working and contributing  to U.S. society and economy for many years, and must also 
prioritize family unity.  Principled reform should also address root causes of migration from developing 
countries and create a legal employment structure for future workers that protects both migrants and 
the U.S. citizen labor force.   
 
While we applaud serious bi-partisan efforts to reform the current immigration system, we are 
concerned about proposals to make a path to citizenship contingent on confirmation that our southern 
border is secure.  Congress must acknowledge that the border is more secure now than it has ever been, 
with as much as $150 billion dollars spent on enforcement in the past ten years.  Migration has 
decreased while deportations have increased.  Demanding “proof” of security could continue to delay 
enactment of comprehensive and humane immigration reform. 
 
We are eager to work with members of Congress as they develop legislation to bring our immigration 
system into harmony with American values of fairness, compassion, and the importance of family as the 
basic unit of a strong United States society. 
 
Sister Marie Lucey, OSF    Patrick Carolan 
Director of Advocacy    Executive Director 
Franciscan Action Network   Franciscan Action Network 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 



 



 

Statement to the Senate Judiciary Committee  

Principles to Guide Immigration Reform 

13 February 2013 

 

As women of faith we, the members of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), take 
seriously the gospel call to welcome the stranger and care for those in need.  As Catholic sisters we are 
committed to the precepts of  social teaching rooted in the Catholic tradition that remind us that the 
dignity of the person is at the core of our moral vision of society; that how we organize our society 
affects human dignity directly; and that any system that is deliberately cruel or inhumane needs to 
change.  Because of these beliefs, at our 2012 national assembly, LCWR, “called on Congress to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform that includes the reunification of families and a path to citizenship 
for undocumented immigrants living in the United States.” 
 
Catholic sisters began coming to these shores 286 years ago as immigrants to serve immigrant 
populations. To this day our sisters continue to minister to these aspiring citizens in schools and 
hospitals, in the fields and in the cities. We see the devastating effects of the brokenness of the current 
immigration system every day.  We share the pain of mothers separated from their children and fathers 
who have risked their lives for love of their families. We know the struggles of survivors of human 
trafficking and torture who seek comfort and safety.  
 
The Senate framework and the principles laid out in the President’s speech in Las Vegas provide hope to 
our immigrant brothers and sisters and promise that the values that are the bedrock of our national 
identity will flourish—family unity, equal opportunity, due process, and respect for the dignity of all 
God’s children. 
 
We welcome the letter of Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), along with Sens. Chris Coons (D-
Del.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) which echoes our own concerns that 
any immigration legislation be grounded in the human rights principles that are the bedrock of our 
national culture.  
 
Today our broken immigration system too often separates families, denies the dreams of youth, 
incarcerates innocents, and limits the rights of aspiring Americans. Our nation needs, and our people 
deserve, immigration reform that reflects the best of who we are. Immigration reform must prioritize 
family unity, provide a fair and reasonable roadmap to citizenship, respect human rights and restore due 
process to those detained by immigration authorities, protect the rights of all workers, promote the 
integration of new Americans, and address the poverty, persecution, and inequity that force migrants to 
flee their homes and families.  
 
 



We look forward to working with lawmakers as they develop legislation that is grounded in the 
principles of the Constitution and fully reflects the values which bind this nation together.   
 
LCWR is an association of leaders of congregations of Catholic sisters in the United States. The 
conference has nearly 1500 members, who represent more than 80 percent of the 57,000 women 
religious in the United States. Founded in 1956, the conference assists its members to collaboratively 
carry out their service of leadership to further the mission of the Gospel in today’s world.  

 

  



 

  



 



 



 

  



 

 



 

  



Statement in Support of Family-Based Immigration 

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

Sister Gayle Lwanga, RGS 

February 13, 2013 

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd form one international congregation ministering in 71 countries on 

five continents.  In the United States, the Sisters are spread from east to west in 23 states and also are in 

Canada. Founded over  two hundred years ago in Angers, France, by St. Mary Euphrasia  who believed 

that God is like a compassionate Shepherd whose love for all is boundless, Good Shepherd Sisters 

respond to a call to reach out to everyone and help awaken in all peoples a sense of each one's unique 

worth and inestimable value. 

  

As a religious community we believe the unique worth of each individual extends to all immigrants, both 

documented and undocumented.  Seeking to build a more just and compassionate society, we urge 

members of Congress to give priority to family unity when they are creating immigration policy. 

  

The worse human suffering is being separated from the person you love.  This suffering is even more so 

when it is separation from your mother or father, your daughter or son, your wife or husband 

  

The Catholic Church has consistently taught the importance and the sacredness of the family.  Without 

the presence of a secure and loving family, we cannot be emotionally nourished and develop into loving 

and socially responsible adults.  

  

Please create legislation that assures that families will not be separated.  Also, enact legislation that will 

ensure that the hundreds of immigrant families who have been separated for many years will be quickly 

reunited. 



 

 



 
The U.S. Jesuit Conference commends Congress and the Obama Administration on making immigration 

reform a priority. We urge elected officials to move from the rhetoric of ‘America as a land of family 

values’ to the reality of a nation that enacts just immigration laws that protect and reunite families. The 

social and economic costs of separating children from their parents and incarcerating caregivers and 

wage earners grow higher each year. We, as Jesuits, because of our commitment to educating the 

children of migrants in our schools, serving migrant communities in our parishes, and offering deported 

men, women and children food and shelter on the border, see firsthand the costs of our current 

immigration laws. Therefore, the Jesuit Conference urges Congress to right size its family visa allocation 

and abolish 3 and 10 year bars which prolong family reunification and destroy familial bonds.  

 

-  Rev. Thomas P. Greene, SJ, Secretary for Social and International Ministries, Jesuit Conference 

of the United States  

 

U.S. Jesuit Conference Welcomes Bi-Partisan Action for Immigration Reform, Urges Congress to 

Increase Accountability and Oversight for Agencies Charged with Enforcement and Protect 

Migrants’ Due Process Rights 
 

The U.S. Jesuit Conference welcomes bi-partisan initiatives designed to repair our broken and outdated 

immigration system. We support the principles outlined by Senators Coons, Blumenthal, Hirono, and 

Leahy in their February 5th “Dear Colleague” letter which calls for comprehensive immigration reform 

that embraces accountability, transparency, due process and equality under the law. It is our firm belief 

that these principles are the foundation of immigration reform that respects migrants’ rights and human 

dignity.  

 

Through our ministries, we witness on a daily basis the tragic consequences of our nation’s current 

immigration laws and policies. We can and must do better. As our elected officials attempt to develop a 

viable immigration system, we urge them to place family unity, human dignity, transparency and 

accountability at the center of their debates.  

 

We assess each immigration policy proposal by whether it adheres to the Catholic and American value of 

promoting and affirming human dignity As such, we urge Congress to enact policies that prioritize family 

unity, increase oversight and transparency of immigration enforcement agencies, and ensure that 

immigrants’ due process rights are protected.  

 

As established by the Justice for Immigrants campaign of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, and 

reiterated by the U.S. Jesuit Provincials in their joint letter to Congress in June 2010, a comprehensive 

and humane approach to immigration reform must:  



 

 Establish a pathway to citizenship that ensures undocumented immigrants have access to full 

rights;  

 Expedite family reunification and emphasize family unity for all immigrants;  

 Restore due process, accountability, and transparency, particularly in the context of detention 

and deportation processes to foster humane enforcement of our immigration policies;  

 Include policies that address the root causes of migration from developing countries; and  

 Create a legal employment structure for future workers that protects both migrants and the 

U.S. citizen labor force.  

 

While we are encouraged by the bipartisan tone of Senate leaders as they craft immigration reform 

legislation, we are concerned that proposals which make earned citizenship dependent upon a “secure 

border” will leave millions of lives in limbo and prolong indefinitely the irregular status of our 

undocumented brothers and sisters.  

 

Our borders are best secured and our communities best kept safe by allotting sufficient family and 

employment visas, and ensuring humane, transparent, and accountable practices which foster trust 

between border communities and law enforcement entities.  

 

We look forward to working with lawmakers as they develop legislation that meets the need for 

comprehensive and humane immigration reform. 

  



 
  



 


