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The Interfaith Immigration Coalition (IIC), a coalition of 42 national faith-
based organizations, calls on Congress to enact immigration reform that 
will reunite families, provide meaningful opportunities for undocumented 
immigrants to apply for citizenship, and promote community wholeness. 
 

For more than a decade, the IIC has been working with congregations, 
service providers, and faith leaders across the country to educate 
communities, oppose anti-immigrant policies, and enact humane 
immigration reform. In the past five years alone, the IIC network has 
organized thousands of prayer vigils, community forums, rallies, and local 
congressional visits across the country in support of immigration reform. As 
a diverse coalition, we seek to raise concerns of faith and immigrant 
communities that must be prioritized as the President and Congress do 
their part to reform our nation’s broken immigration system. The IIC urges 
Congress to enact legislation that will: 
 
Address the Factors that Push Migrants from their Homes 
People of faith have witnessed firsthand the suffering caused by extreme 
poverty, violent conflict, political insecurity, persecution, and environmental 
destruction. Such realities prompt individuals to leave their homes in search 
of safety and a better life. Irregular migration is a consequence of rampant 
inequality on the global scale, and too often our foreign policies preserve 
these inequities. Our faiths compel us to seek to reduce the need for 
people to leave their homes. The United States should reshape trade 
policies and international financial institutions to support local communities 
in sending countries. Investment in development that defends the basic 
human rights of all people would provide sustainable alternatives to 
migration for individuals seeking safe and secure futures for their families, 
and would also reduce the need for costly border enforcement, detention, 
and deportation systems. The most viable and lasting way to mitigate 
irregular immigration is to bring our foreign policy into coherence with this 
goal, while also addressing visa backlogs and family separation. We call for 
Congress to develop policy recommendations to address the underlying 
causes that drive people from their homes. 
 
Create a Swift and Attainable Opportunity for Undocumented 
Immigrants to Apply for Citizenship 
To be effective, immigration reform must include a clear, expedient, 
generous and accessible process that allows undocumented immigrants 
and their families to gain lawful permanent residency and citizenship. Such 
a program should be guided by the virtue of hospitality, and should not be 
hindered by overly punitive requirements, such as mandating that 
immigrants leave the country or pay exorbitant fees, or restricting access to 
public benefits and tax credits, or by making the process conditional upon 
the implementation of enforcement measures. While we support an 
expedited process for undocumented youth, we also emphasize their right 
to family unity, and urge that citizenship be accessible for all 
undocumented persons and their family members. Also, low-wage workers 
and seasonal immigrant workers should not be penalized due to needlessly 
stringent income or work requirements.  

 

Proposals that would create a path to temporary legal status but deny 
individuals a timely and realistic opportunity to obtain a green card and 
apply for citizenship would cement an underclass of people who contribute 



2 

 

to our society but are ripe for exploitation. These proposals are not consistent with how people of faith live 
out the call to foster inclusive and engaged communities where immigrants find welcome and all can thrive. 

 
Prioritize Family Unity and Reunification 
Families are the basic unit of strong communities. Today, thousands of families are separated by our 
broken immigration system and should be reunited. Backlogs at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) due to the limited number of visas force family members to choose between being separated for 
extended periods of time or unlawfully entering the United States. Our immigration system should improve 
and strengthen the family immigration process by recapturing visas lost to bureaucratic delay; processing 
backlogged applications; reclassifying spouses and minor children of lawful permanent residents as 
immediate relatives; raising the per country visa limits from seven to fifteen percent of total admissions to 
reduce long wait times for certain nationalities; eliminating unlawful presence bars for the spouse, child, or 
parent of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents; establishing compassionate paths to continue 
family petitions when a sponsoring relative passes away; and eliminating the cap on the total number of 
family-based visas available.  
 

We oppose the elimination or restriction of any family-based visa categories, as immigration reform should 
facilitate, rather than restrict, family unity. Also, we strongly believe that individuals should be able to 
reunite with their family members at all stages of a process of legalizing their status and pursuing 
citizenship. No individual who has lawful permanent residency or citizenship should be barred from 
sponsoring their family members. 
 
Protect Refugees and Migrant Survivors of Violence 
The IIC encourages Congress to ensure that individuals fleeing persecution have access to life-saving 
protection in the United States by improving the asylum system and the U.S. refugee resettlement 
program. Refugees and asylees have fled persecution in their home countries due to their race, nationality, 
religion, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. The United States has a rich tradition 
of welcoming refugees and asylees and helping them begin new lives. Bills such as the Refugee Protection 
Act, Domestic Refugee Resettlement and Modernization Act, and Strengthening Refugee Resettlement Act 
include positive reforms that would help refugees and provide important resources to the communities that 
welcome them. In addition, each year the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) serves an increasingly 
diverse population of vulnerable migrants without commensurate increases in funding. The IIC supports 
robust funding for the ORR to ensure that all refugees, asylees, victims of human trafficking and torture, 
Cuban and Haitian entrants, Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) recipients, unaccompanied alien children 
(UACs), and unaccompanied refugee children (URM) have full access to the services they need to rebuild 
their lives. The United States should remain a beacon of hope for vulnerable people across the world. 
 

Congress has consistently recognized the vulnerability of non-citizen survivors of violence by enacting 
provisions in the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) that enhance safety for survivors and their children 
and provide tools for law enforcement to investigate and prosecute crimes. The IIC urges that any 
reauthorization of VAWA maintain and improve protections for migrant survivors, not weaken them.  
 
Protect the Rights of all Workers 
Each year, individuals from around the world migrate to the United States seeking to improve their lives 
through economic opportunities. It is vital that all workers’ rights are fully protected, including with strong 
and equal labor protections, the right to bring their families with them, travel as needed, and change their 
place of employment. All workers, including farm workers, must have real access to permanent legal status 
and meaningful opportunities to apply for citizenship. Access to these opportunities should not be 
compromised by continuous employment criteria or income standards that are unrealistic for many workers 
who have been subjected to labor violations and exploitative wages. It is immoral for our nation to benefit 
from the labor of individuals who contribute to our economy while preventing them from being fully part of 
this country. In addition, the electronic employment verification (E-verify) program, as it is currently 
structured, has proven detrimental to migrants, employers, and citizen employees. It leads to increased 
discrimination and unfair hiring and firing practices. For these reasons, and because we believe all workers 
benefit from the enforcement of health, safety, wage, and hour laws, as well as the right to peacefully 
organize, the IIC is opposed to the mandatory expansion of the current E-verify program, particularly in the 
absence of legalization, and to other restrictions to the rights of workers. 
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Place Humanitarian Values at the Center of Enforcement Policies  
Current enforcement policies have torn families and communities apart, devastated our congregations, 
contributed to the deaths of thousands of migrants traveling in remote desert regions, and violated the 
rights of U.S. citizens and immigrants alike. In 2012 alone, the United States spent more than $18 billion of 
taxpayers' money on the machinery of immigration enforcement, more than is spent on all other federal law 
enforcement agencies combined. Above all else, enforcement policies must treat all individuals with 
respect and dignity, as they are created in the image of God.  
 

Many of the nearly 2 million deportations carried out under the present Administration have been 
implemented in a way that imperils the lives of migrants, violating a bilateral agreement to carry out “safe, 
dignified, orderly and humane” repatriations. Congressional action should provide robust oversight and 
codify standards for humane treatment of migrants apprehended, incarcerated, or deported by Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  
 

Over the past twenty years, the federal government has dramatically increased border fencing and 
militaristic infrastructure, stifling the economic viability of U.S. border communities. Accountability and 
transparency has remained elusive, with agents poorly advised about the use of lethal force and with 
misconduct allegations increasing by 62 percent from 2006 to 2011. Border enforcement policies threaten 
the environment and already endangered species, desecrate sacred sites, violate religious freedom, 
damage public lands, and interfere with land owners who operate businesses and live along the border. 
Immigration enforcement has negatively impacted the civil and human rights of border residents, 
encouraging racial profiling and sowing distrust and fear between communities and the law enforcement 
entities they rely upon for protection. 
 

The IIC is strongly opposed to policies that mandate, resource and encourage local police to enforce 
immigration law. Collaborations between local police and ICE compromise community policing efforts and 
cause victims and witnesses to fear the police, which makes immigrant communities targets of crime and 
jeopardizes community safety. States and localities should not be required to participate in immigration 
enforcement programs, including the forwarding of fingerprints and other biometric information to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  
 

While steps have been taken to promote alternatives to detention, immigration detention is still excessively 
relied upon at great financial and moral cost. Immigration detention quintupled between 1994 and 2011 
without regard to cost, space limitations, or effectiveness of available alternatives. The exponential growth 
of the immigration detention industry has forged an unhealthy reliance on for-profit prisons and an irrational 
and immoral mandate enacted by Congress to keep 34,000 individuals a day in immigration detention. 
Congress should reject this mandate through the appropriations process and provide robust resources for 
community-based alternatives to detention and the Department of Justice’s Legal Orientation Program for 
immigrant detainees. 
 
Prioritize Funding to Promote Immigrant Integration and Protect Vulnerable Populations 
The IIC calls for a faithful budget that finds savings by reducing funding for immigration detention, the 
Secure Communities program, E-verify as it currently stands, and similar enforcement programs that 
separate families and create fear in communities. Those resources should be redirected to fund welcoming 
initiatives, translation services, citizenship programs, visa adjudications, tax credits, education regarding 
anti-human trafficking efforts, refugee protection and resettlement, community-based alternatives to 
detention, the Legal Orientation Program for immigrant detainees, and direct services for immigrants, 
including healthcare coverage for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients.  
 
It is time to reform the broken immigration system. To truly decrease unauthorized immigration, the United 
States must improve access to a fair and humane legal immigration system, increasing and improving the 
efficiency of ports of entry, expanding visa availability, and eliminating application backlogs. Citizens and 
migrants alike have the right to a fair and humane legal immigration system that respects the dignity of all 
persons, prioritizes the cohesiveness of families and communities, recognizes the economic contributions 
of immigrants, and upholds our moral obligations to provide refuge and welcome for the sojourner. 


