
 

                           

February 11, 2015 

Dear Majority Leader McConnell and all Senators, 
[Dear Speaker Boehner and all members of the House of Representatives] 

As people of faith guided by the spiritual values of the Religious Society of Friends, FCNL’s work on 
immigration is led by the call for right relationships among all people. We believe that respect for human 
and civil rights is essential to safeguarding the integrity of our society and the inherent dignity of all 
human beings. We further embrace the faith principle of welcoming the stranger, and believe the 
United States’ historic tradition of welcoming immigrants should be restored. 

We therefore look to Congress to legislate on immigration in a manner that honors the worth of 
immigrants and American citizens alike and urge you to reject any amendments to the DHS funding bill 
or any legislation which would undermine immigrant families and communities. We applaud the partial 
steps towards solutions the Administration took, which provide much needed temporary relief to 
families and individuals from deportation, but Congress is tasked with creating lasting solutions for our 
nation. We therefore write to ask you to oppose to all immigration legislation that further militarizes our 
border, criminalizes immigrants and those who help them, expands family detention, rolls back 
protections for trafficking victims and asylum seekers, or counteracts the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. 

More border enforcement?  We are particularly concerned about H.R. 399, the Secure our Borders Act, 
introduced by Rep. McCaul (R-10-TX) that disproportionately expands the militarization of border 
communities, increases racial profiling of individuals along the border and sets unrealistic “operational 
control” goals, ignoring legitimate claims for asylum. H.R. 399 also lacks accountability mechanisms that 
are sorely needed for the Border Patrol, which has seen increased problems with corruption, escalation 
of force and systemic abuse of migrants as it has doubled in size since 2004.1  We urge you to oppose 
this and other bills that disproportionately militarize our borders. Instead of this legislation, we should 
work together to help revitalize border communities, not militarize them. 

Extreme interior enforcement. In the last Congress, FCNL also strongly opposed the Strengthen and 
Fortify Enforcement (SAFE Act) and similar legislation to expand interior immigration enforcement 
efforts. We and many other communities of faith are determined to oppose such legislation, as it arises 
again, that would create new immigration crimes for immigrants as well as for individuals who provide 
them aid including clergy; expand immigration detention; require state and local law enforcement 

1 http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/10/border-patrol-the-green-monster-112220.html#ixzz3Q8y0EMvM 
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officials to implement immigration enforcement efforts; or decrease legal protections and immigration 
relief for certain migrant groups.2  

Keep human trafficking protections in place. We and many other faith groups also strongly oppose 
legislation that would rollback critical anti-trafficking protections for children and individuals seeking 
protection from persecution, including the misnamed “Protection of Children Act” and The Asylum 
Reform and Border Protection Act introduced in the last Congress. These bills would have rolled back 
the bi-partisan Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) signed into law by President 
Bush and would result in children being returned to the hands of traffickers, gangs and others who seek 
to exploit them. U.S. laws providing human trafficking protections and asylum processes are strong and 
should be lifted up – not torn down. 

Congressional solutions to reform and renew the U.S. immigration system are imperative for this nation 
to live up to its legacy as a nation of immigrants and continue to thrive as such in the future, but the 
legislation mentioned above would undercut the operation of the system and further burden our border 
communities. We look to Congress for practical solutions that include clear and workable processes for 
legal entry and eventual citizenship.  This is the policy change we need to support American 
communities – especially diverse border communities – to prosper.  

We seek policies that allow families to be cohesive and guarantee due process and dignity for individuals 
undergoing legal immigration proceedings. We call on Congress to end the unjust bed quota 
unnecessarily keeping people behind bars. We look instead for legislation that proceeds from a 
recognition of the inherent worth of all individuals, as acknowledged in our Constitution, laws and 
American values. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruth Flower 
Legislative Director 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 

 

 

2 http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/say-no-to-the-safe-act/  
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