
 
 

 

February 6, 2015 

 

 

Dear Speaker Boehner, Majority Leader McConnell and all Representatives and Senators: 

 

As people of faith, we take seriously the Gospel call to welcome the stranger and care for those in need.  

As women religious we are committed to the precepts of Catholic Social Teaching which remind us that 

the dignity of the person is at the core of our moral vision of society; how we organize our society affects 

human dignity directly; and any system that is deliberately cruel or inhumane needs to change. The 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) is determined to effect the change necessary to end 

the suffering caused by our unjust immigration system.  

 

Catholic sisters began coming to these shores more than two hundred years ago as immigrants to serve 

immigrant populations. To this day we continue to minister to these aspiring citizens in our schools, 

hospitals, and social service agencies. We see the devastating effects of our broken immigration system 

every day. We share the pain of parents separated from their children and the hope of those who have 

risked everything to care for their families. 

 

This is why we have continually called for compassionate, common sense immigration reform.  It is why 

we support the President’s use of his legal authority to relieve the suffering of family separation. It is why 

we stand with our immigrant sisters and brothers and continue to demand that the needless deportations 

of people contributing to our communities stop.   

 

As you consider upcoming legislation and amendments to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

appropriations bill, we urge you to reject legislation that would end or weaken the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and Deferred Action for the Parents of Americans (DAPA) programs and other 

provisions made possible through recent executive orders on immigration.  We have seen the benefits of 

DACA to our students, their families, and our communities. We know that the expansion of DACA and the 

implementation of DAPA will add to those blessings.  

 

We are very concerned about H.R. 399, the Secure Our Borders First Act of 2015 introduced by 

Representative Michael Mc Caul (R-10-TX) which would further militarize our southern border, endanger 

local communities, and threaten rights enshrined in our Constitution. The bill’s “operational control” goals 

are unrealistic and ignore the fact that many individuals have legitimate claims to asylum. Any border bill 

must address the need for Border Patrol accountability, with short term custody standards and a viable 

complaint process for victims of abuse. We urge members to reject H.R. 399 and work together to help 

revitalize border communities, not militarize them.  

 

 

 



LCWR is strongly opposed to H.R. 2278, the Strengthen and Fortify Enforcement (SAFE Act) introduced 

last year, and will work to defeat any legislation that would criminalize immigrants and the individuals who 

provide them aid; expand immigrant detention; encourage state and local law enforcement officials to 

collaborate with immigration enforcement efforts; or decrease protections and immigration relief for 

certain migrant groups.  

 

We join other people of faith in opposing legislation that would rollback critical anti-trafficking protections 

for children and individuals seeking protection from persecution, including the misnamed Protection of 

Children Act (H.R.5143) and The Asylum Reform and Border Protection Act (H.R.5137) introduced in the 

last Congress. These bills would roll back the bipartisan Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 

signed into law by President Bush and would result in children being forced back into the hands of 

traffickers, gangs, and others who seek to exploit them. 

 

We encourage Members of Congress to reject all proposals that would criminalize immigrants, militarize 

our borders, threaten our families, or remove critical protections for children and other individuals seeking 

safety and refuge.  

  

LCWR, and its members across the country, will continue to press for legislation that protects the dignity 

and human rights of all people; creates an achievable path to citizenship; fixes the immigration visa 

system and reunites families; protects the rights of all workers; promotes the full integration of 

newcomers; respects the special needs of the most vulnerable; and addresses the violence, persecution, 

and poverty that force migrants from their homes. 

 

We promise you our prayers and hope that you will work with your colleagues to enact legislation that 

honors the values of our country, respects the dignity of our immigrant sisters and brothers, emphasizes 

compassion, and acknowledges God’s love for all people. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sister Joan Steadman, CSC 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B_UNEFz2NN00dGt4ZUhXYUo2SzNQUmtLSjlLZWxnSnBQM0I4/edit
https://beta.congress.gov/113/bills/hr5137/BILLS-113hr5137ih.pdf

