
 
 

2018 World Refugee Day Talking Points 

On June 20, we commemorate World Refugee Day, honor refugees’ resilience, 
and celebrate refugees’ contributions to their local communities.  
 
We call on the administration to do everything in its power to resettle 45,000 refugees 
this fiscal year (FY 2018), the refugee admissions goal it set for FY18. And, we 
encourage the administration to commit to resettle at least 75,000 refugees in FY 2019. 
 
The United States has abdicated its role as a global leader in refugee resettlement, while the 
administration continues to ignore our moral, economic, and security interests. 

● Today, we are facing the worst refugee crisis in recorded history. There are over 65 million 
forcibly displaced people in the world, including over 22 million refugees, over half of whom are 
children. Fewer than 1 percent of refugees will ever be resettled to a third country.  

● On September 29, 2017, the Trump administration announced a refugee admissions goal of 
45,000 for federal Fiscal Year 2018, the lowest in the 38-year history of the U.S. refugee 
resettlement program. Since the program’s inception, the United States has set an average 
refugee admissions goal of 95,000 refugees and has resettled up to 200,000 refugees in certain 
years. Admissions for Muslim refugees were down by over 90% compared to the first half of 
FY17. During the first six months of FY 2017, Muslims comprised 47% of admitted refugees, 
compared to 16% of admitted refugees during the first half of FY 2018. 

● Projections estimate that the United States will resettle around 20,000 refugees this year - less 
than half of the already historically low 45,000 refugee admissions goal. Tens of thousands of 
refugees remain in precarious or dangerous situations overseas. We can’t forget that this is not 
about a number – this is about saving lives. 

● This administration has dismantled the refugee program through a series of executive orders and 
policy changes that have amounted to a refugee ban. Despite the fact that the October 24th 
refugee ban has officially come to an end, we have not seen a corresponding increase in the 
number of refugee arrivals, which illustrates how the administration is not acting in good faith. 

● Refugees are the most vetted traveler to the United States, undergoing complex security checks 
that include DHS, the FBI, State Department, DOD, the National Counterterrorism Center, and 
other U.S. intelligence agencies - all of which have validity periods that have been expiring due to 
the refugee bans and must be re-run.  

● We call urgent attention to the low number of refugee arrivals and highlight the serious, negative 
implications of this situation to U.S. global leadership, national security, our economy, and our 
nation’s values. We urge the administration to resettle at least 45,000 refugees this year and 
commit to resettling at least 75,000 refugees in FY 2019. 

 
Refugees generate U.S. economic growth, create jobs, and contribute billions of tax dollars. 

● Several industries rely heavily on refugee workers to support their economic stability. Low rates of 
arrivals of refugees, especially in towns that rely on refugee populations to revitalize their 
industries, has had serious impacts on economic growth. 

● Refugees contributed $21 billion in in taxes in 2015 alone. Over a 20-year period, refugees 
contribute $21,000 more in taxes than the initial investment to resettle them. 

● A  study in Cleveland, Ohio found that the annual $4.8-million of federal funding to support 
refugee service agencies effectively generates $48 million in total annual economic activity, 
supports 650 jobs in a single county alone, and generates nearly $2.8 million in taxes to state and 
local resources. 

● A study in Columbus, Ohio found that the total contribution of refugees in Franklin County to the 
economy is estimated to be $1.6 billion a year. Furthermore, the local refugee community 
supports an estimated total of 21,273 jobs in the Columbus area. 

● A study in Lancaster, Pennsylvania found that in 2014, foreign-born residents, including refugees 
and immigrants, contributed $1.3 billion to the GDP of Lancaster County, $52.5 million in state 
and local taxes, and held $440.5 million in spending power. That same year, immigrants in the 
area contributed more than $62.8 million to Social Security and almost $16.4 million to Medicare. 

 
 

http://research.newamericaneconomy.org/report/from-struggle-to-resilience-the-economic-impact-of-refugees-in-america/
http://www.nber.org/papers/w23498
http://www.hias.org/sites/default/files/clevelandrefugeeeconomic-impact.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580e4274e58c624696efadc6/t/583c52a09f745683d2d3caae/1480348345068/IMPACT+OF+REFUGEES+ON+CENTRAL+OHIO_2015SP.pdf
http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Lancaster_Brief_FINAL.pdf
http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Lancaster_Brief_FINAL.pdf
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Resettlement is a critical tool to alleviate regional instability, maintain relationships with important 
allies, and advance our national security and foreign policy interests. 

● Local communities recognize that compassion and national security are not mutually exclusive, 
and in fact work hand in hand. Refugee resettlement increases regional stability as allies work in 
partnership with the United States to defeat forces that wish to cause harm to the United States 
and the principles that we hold dear.  Welcoming refugees makes America safer and stronger. 
Resettlement helps to stabilize some of our key strategic allies in countries and regions that are 
disproportionately affected by forced displacement. 

● National security experts have stressed that resettlement advances national security interests by 
supporting the stability of allies struggling to host large numbers of refugees. Continuing to 
welcome refugees sends a strong message that the United States remains a leading force for 
stability and liberty in the world to groups that want to sow havoc and fear. Not only would 
shutting down the resettlement program be hazardous to families and people seeking safety, but 
it would also send a message to our allies, especially those hosting large numbers of refugees, 
that the U.S. does not uphold our commitments. 

 
The U.S. refugee resettlement program is a historically bipartisan program that has welcomed 
close to 3 million refugees since 1980.  

● U.S. refugee resettlement is a small, life-saving program that is a humanitarian expression of our 
core American values and founding principles, as well as a strategic foreign policy tool that 
supports key allies while stabilizing sensitive regions impacted by forced migration. 

● The refugees who come here embody American values.We can’t forget who refugees are – they 
are the families, the children, and the most vulnerable among us who have fled violence and 
instability. 

● The U.S. refugee resettlement program saves the lives of the most vulnerable refugees while at 
the same time contributing to the safety of America. Americans across the country support 
resettlement - from cities, to churches, to companies, to thousands of individuals committed to 
lending a helping hand. It is clear that Americans know that the refugee program demonstrates 
the American values of fairness, inclusiveness, and compassion. Millions of people are 
volunteering, and supporting refugee resettlement in their communities. 

● The U.S. resettlement program has its historical underpinnings in the actions of faith 
communities. Churches, synagogues and other communities of faith continue to stand in 
partnership to help refugees of all faiths find safety and hope as they start their lives as new 
Americans. Refugee resettlement is the living embodiment of the religious commitment to 
“welcome the stranger,” a bedrock upon which much of America’s strength rests. There are 
volunteers, community group members and religious congregations around the country that 
support and engage in welcoming refugees, many due to deeply-held religious, moral or ethical 
convictions. 

● What unites us as Americans is our deep respect for hard work and a shared commitment to the 
country we call home. Refugees are seeking a new place to call home and that is what the 
refugee resettlement program offers – a new home and chance to build a safe and prosperous 
life. Faith communities, local businesses, and other community groups in my state are eager to 
welcome refugees, as they have been doing for decades. To restrict thousands of people from 
seeking safety would be to forsake our nation’s values of compassion, hospitality, and welcome. 

● Find information about refugee resettlement by state at www.rcusa.org/state-refugee-profiles/. 

http://www.rcusa.org/state-refugee-profiles/?rq=state%20profiles
http://www.rcusa.org/state-refugee-profiles/

