
Dear Members of Congress, 

We, the undersigned 441 faith leaders and 74 faith-based organizations, write to call for you and your 

colleagues to oppose the administration’s practice of family incarceration and any legislative effort to 

alter or weaken the protections of the Flores settlement agreement that would expand family detention 

and indefinitely lengthen the time immigrant children are held in custody, vulnerable to abuse and 

trauma. 

As people of faith, our concern stems from shared values rooted in our sacred texts that remind us to 

love our neighbor and welcome the sojourner among us. As Leviticus 19:34 (CE) reminds us: “Any 

immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens. You must love them 

as yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.” 

In many faith traditions, family is the fundamental unit in society through which individuals are able to 

grow and experience the love of God. Our varied faith traditions also call on us to safeguard the well-

being of children and ensure that children are cared for, provided the space to be free and learn and 

grow – to be loved.  More than that, their vulnerability causes us to seek to be our best, knowing they 

are fully reliant on us. Our collective faith traditions hold deeply to the idea that children are to be 

treasured and protected and our sacred scriptures exhort us to safeguard the vulnerable, and who 

amongst us is more vulnerable than children? 

It is unconscionable and unfathomable then that we see the administration taking drastic efforts to 

significantly expand family incarceration by eviscerating the basic Flores protections for immigrant 

children in federal custody. Flores requires the government to prioritize child welfare when it assumes 

custody to protect children from inappropriate and unsafe conditions. Children must be released from 

custody without delay, preferencing release to a parent, or, under certain circumstances, be held in the 

least restrictive and an appropriate setting, generally in a non-secure facility licensed by a child welfare 

entity. The notice of proposed rulemaking1 to change the foundations of the Flores settlement is deeply 

concerning, and as people of faith we are compelled to speak out in opposition. Any legislative vehicle 

that seeks to do the same should be immediately condemned.  

Flores protections are the minimum standard of care for immigrant children; it is the very baseline of 

our duty to children. Implementation of the proposed rule will only cause further harm to children and 

families. Instead of working tirelessly on federal regulations to protect families and children and care for 

the most vulnerable, the administration is contorting federal policy and practice and using the 

regulatory and rulemaking process to bolster their agenda. The physical and mental effects of detention 

on children are long lasting and have been decried and documented by a number of professional health 

organizations.  According to the American Academy of Pediatrics: 

“Studies of detained immigrants, primarily from abroad, have found negative physical and 

emotional symptoms among detained children, and posttraumatic symptoms do not always 

                                                           
1 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/07/2018-19052/apprehension-processing-care-and-
custody-of-alien-minors-and-unaccompanied-alien-children 



disappear at the time of release…Qualitative reports about detained unaccompanied immigrant 

children in the United States found high rates of posttraumatic stress disorder, anxiety, 

depression, suicidal ideation, and other behavioral problems. Additionally, expert consensus has 

concluded that even brief detention can cause psychological trauma and induce long-term 

mental health risks for children.”2 

A host of professional medical organizations have a compendium of evidence and statements opposing 

the detention of families and children, including the American College of Emergency Physicians3, 

American College of Physicians4, American Medical Association5, American Psychological Association6, 

and the American Psychiatric Association7.  

News reports have illustrated the traumatic - and potentially deadly - effect of detention on children – 

including that of a toddler who died after contracting a respiratory infection at the Dilley Detention 

Center.8 This summer, two doctors serving as medical and psychiatric subject-matter experts for the 

Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties stated: 

"The fundamental flaw of family detention is not just the risk posed by the conditions of 

confinement—it’s the incarceration of innocent children itself. In our professional opinion, there 

is no amount of programming that can ameliorate the harms created by the very act of 

confining children to detention centers. Detention of innocent children should never occur in a 

civilized society, especially if there are less restrictive options, because the risk of harm to 

children simply cannot be justified."9 

The Flores settlement agreement exists for a reason – the United States has never been capable of 

protecting children while in detention. We will continue to hear similar reports as long as families and 

children are imprisoned. 

The American people are being presented with a false choice – detaining and imprisoning families or 

separating children from their parents are not the only two options – even within the limiting and 

constrained immigration system we have. Existing community-based alternatives to detention exist, 

such as the Family Case Management Program (FCMP), which cost less, have high rates of compliance 

and effectiveness, and help families navigate the immigration and asylum process.10 Congress must act - 

to pressure the administration to end the “zero tolerance” policy that separates children and to 

                                                           
2 http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2017/03/09/peds.2017-0483#ref-52 
3 https://www.acep.org/federal-advocacy/federal-advocacy-overview/children-immigration-
statement/#sm.001c9lbkx14xvdc8umq107srzqx8d 
4 https://www.acponline.org/acp-newsroom/acp-objects-to-separation-of-children-from-their-parents-at-border 
5 https://twitter.com/AmerMedicalAssn/status/1009375307919515649 
6 http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2018/05/separating-immigrant-families.aspx 
7 https://www.psychiatry.org/newsroom/news-releases/apa-statement-opposing-separation-of-children-from-
parents-at-the-border 
8 https://news.vice.com/en_us/article/paw9ky/toddler-died-after-getting-sick-in-ice-custody 
9 https://www.wyden.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Doctors%20Congressional%20Disclosure%20SWC.pdf 
10 https://www.aila.org/infonet/the-real-alternatives-to-detention 



immediately reunify families, as well as to invest in the proven community-based alternatives to 

detention.  

We urge you to listen to our upraised voices – end the needless and harmful practices of family 

detention and do not rubber stamp the administration’s efforts to breach the Flores settlement 

agreement. Turn your efforts instead to working on policies that uphold the asylum process, protect the 

migrant family and welcome the stranger. We remain rooted in the faithful idea of loving and welcoming 

our neighbor, and we remain resolute in our call to welcome families and uphold each person’s intrinsic 

dignity and humanity. 

Sincerely, 
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Sr. Christina Brodie; Sisters of St. Joseph 
Sister Therese Bangert; Sister of Charity of Leavenworth 
 
Kentucky 
Dr. Rick Axtell Chaplain; Centre College 
Rev. Donna Aros; St Paul UMC 
Rev. Dale Raines; St. John United Church of Christ Louisville  
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Sister Anna Marie Rhodes; Sisters of Charity of Nazareth 
Sister Barbara Flores; Sisters of Charity of Nazareth 
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Rev. Dr. Stephen Jolly; Northminster Church 
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Rev. Jane Field; Faith Lutheran Church 
Sister Patricia Pora; Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
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Retired Rev. Patricia Hollinger; Church of the Brethren/Quaker 
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The Rev. Charles Hoffacker; St. John's Episcopal Church 
Rev. Dr. Nancy Fox; National Presbyterian Church 
Dharma Teacher Kaira Jewel Lingo; Order of Interbeing 
Rev. Julie Wilson; Calvary United Methodist 
Pastor Irance Reddix-McCray; St. John's United Methodist Church of Baltimore 
Rev. John Burns; University Baptist Church 
Rev. Nathan Hill; University Christian Church 
Sr. Mary Beth; Hamm Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill 
Sr. Linda Stilling; SSND 
 
Massachusetts  
Rev. Jeffrey Goodrich; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Mr. James Reed; First Congregational Church of Rockport   
Cantor Vera Broekhuysen; Temple Emanu-El of Haverhill 
Rev. Barbara Turner; Delisle UCC  
Rev. Dr. Charlene Zuill; United Methodist 
Rev. Dr. Kate Epperly; Family and Children's Ministries, Disciples Home Missions, Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ 
Sister Betty Cawley; Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston  
Sister Rita Heywood; Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
Sister Marianne Murphy; Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 



Michigan 
Rev. Dr. Sidney Mohn; Saron Lutheran  
Mrs. Ann Kraft  Chelsea; First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Laura Speiran; Clarkston United Methodist Church 
Rev. Sarah Van Zetten Bruins; Trinity Reformed Church 
Rev. Benjamin Bruins; Trinity Reformed Church 
Rev. Bryan Berghoef; Holland UCC 
Rev. Elizabeth Vander Haagen; Boston Square Christian Reformed Church 
Rev. Dr. Heather Entrekin; First Baptist Church, Ann Arbor 
Sister Mary Brigid Clingman; OP Dominican Sisters 
Moderator Glenda Horvath; First Congregational United Church of Christ of Ypsilanti 
Rev. Melissa Anne Rogers; First Presbyterian Church 
Ms. Barbara VanNoord; Westminster Presbyterian 
Rev. Beth Foster; First Baptist of Ann Arbor 
Rev. Dr. Renee Jackson; First Congregational UCC  
Rev. Andrea DeWard; Reformed Church in America 
Rev. William Fuerstenau; First Presbyterian Church 
Sister Elise García, OP; Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Rev. Kent Palmquist; First Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Andrew Mead; Church of the Servant CRC 
 
Minnesota  
Rev. Bryan Olson; Cottage Grove UCC  
Rev. Lilja Behr; First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Rev. Katherine Austin; Mahle; Hennepin Ave. United Methodist  
Rev. Sarah Brouwer; Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Sister Clarinda Coffel, osf; Sisters of St. Francis, Sylvania, Ohio 
Associate Mary Kozmik; St Paul’s Monastery 
 
Mississippi 
Sister Lael Niblick; Congregation of the Sisters of St. Agnes 
 
Missouri 
Rev. Dr. Jane Fisler-Hoffman; United Church of Christ 
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Sister Carol; Boschert Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O'Fallon 
Rev. Amanda Sorenson; Culver-Stockton College 
Sr. Rosemary Russell; Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
Sister Louise Benecke; School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Sr. Paulette Weindel; Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
Sister Danielle Bonetti; Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Rev. Laura Folkwein; University Congregational UCC 
Pastor  Becky Taylor; Seeker's Harbor Faith Community 
Minister Lisa Harmon; Billings First Congregational Church 
Rev. Jayson Nicholson; Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Susan Betz; First Congregational Church 
 
 



Nebraska  
Deacon Timothy Siburg; Nebraska Synod ELCA  
Peace with Justice Coordinator Andrea Paret; Great Plains Conference of The United Methodist Church  
Sister Kathleen Erickson; Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Community 
Rev. Carol Hall; First Congregational UCC 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries Caitlin Mason; Southpointe Christian Church 
 
Nevada 
The Reverend Ann Langevin; St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
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Pastor Gail Kinney Meriden; Congregational Church 
Rev. Dale Hempen; UCC  
Rev. John Gregory-Davis; Meriden Congregational Church, UCC 
Rev. Susan Gregory-Davis; Meriden Congregational Church, UCC 
Rev. Dr. Charles Kennedy; South Congregational Church 
 
New Jersey 
Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley; American Baptist Churches  
Rev. Sara Lilja Lutheran; Episcopal Advocacy Ministry  
Sr. Veronica Roche; Sisters of St. Joseph 
 
New Mexico 
Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Brownrigg; United Methodist Church  
 
New York 
Rev. Taryn Mattice; Protestant Cooperative Ministry at Cornell University 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg; Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition 
Ms. Marianne Rathman; Pilgrim - St. Luke's United Church of Christ 
Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer; St. Philip's Episcopal Church  
Rev. Dr. John Long; First Presbyterian Church 
Rabbi Drorah Setel; Temple Emanu-El 
Leader Jone Lewis; Society for Ethical Culture 
The Rev. Dr. C. Denise Yarbrough; University of Rochester, Interfaith Chapel 
Mr. Jerry Rivers; Church of Christ 
The Rev. Elizabeth Maxwell; Church of the Ascension 
Rev. James Morasco; UCC 
Sister Janet Korn, RSM; Sisters of Mercy, NYPPAW 
Rev. Steve Kim Huntington-Cold Spring Harbor United Methodist Church 
Sister Carol De Angelo; Sisters of Charity of New York 
Pastor Kathleen Meyerson; Southeastern Duchess Cooperative Parish 
Elder Maria Studer; FPC Levittown 
Rev. Ned Wight; UU Congregation at Shelter Rock 
Sister Janet Korn, RSM; Sisters of Mercy 
Sister Susanne Lachapelle; Little sisters of the Assumption 
Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs; First Congregational Church 
Rev. Susan Maybeck; Lake Avenue Baptist Church  
Sister Doreen Glynn; Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 



Co - Chair Immigration Task Force Sisters of Charity William Hurley; Sisters of Charity 
Sr. Ann Gray; Daughters of Wisdom US Province 
 
North Carolina 
Rev. Debbie Layman; Highland Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Wingeier; Central United Methodist 
Rev. Christine Payden-Travers; Retired Episcopal priest 
Rev. Bruce Puckett; Duke Chapel 
Rev. Cathy Tamsberg ; Pullen Memorial Baptist Church 
Rev. Melissa Acres; FCC (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Lauren Efird; Greenwood Forest Baptist Church 
Rev. Ken Sehested; Circle of Mercy Congregation 
 
North Dakota 
Rev. Dr. John Long; First Presbyterian Church 
 
Ohio 
Worship Team leader Kathy Strunk; Ontario UMC 
Worship Team leader Tim Strunk; Ontario UMC  
Elder Deborah MacDonald; Harmony Springs Christian Church 
Rev. Patricia Jefferis (ret.); Middleburg Hts. Community United Church of Christ 
Pastor Joe Schrock; Zion Lutheran 
Sister Andrea Koverman; Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
Minister Chrissy Stonebraker-Martinez; Interreligious Task Force 
The Rev. Anne Reed; St. Andrew’s Episcopal & Christ Episcopal 
Rev. Cynthia Klingemier; First Christian Church 
Sister Sheilamarie Tobbe Ursuline; Sisters of Cleveland 
Sr. Patricia Gardner; Sisters of St. Francis 
Sr. Geraldine Nowak, OSF; Sisters of St. Francis 
Sister Patricia Spino; Sisters of St. Francis 
Associate OSF Susan A Cutshall; Sisters of St. Francis 
Religious- Sister Gretchen Faerber; Sisters of St. Francis 
Sister Valerie Grondin; Sister of St. Francis 
Sister Ann Marie Emon; Sisters of St. Francis  
Sister Thomas  Ruffing; Sisters of St. Francis 
Rev. Kate Shaner; First Community Church 
Sister Geraldine Paluszak; Sisters of St. Francis 
Sr. Rosine Sobczak; Sisters of St. Francis 
Sr. Josephine Dybza; Sisters of St Francis 
Sister Mary Kaminski; Sisters of St. Francis  
Sister Judith Flahavan; Dame de Namur 
Sister Ann Marie Chmielewski; Sisters of St. Francis 
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Sister Carolyn Giera; Sisters of St. Francis 
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Rev. Chris Moore; Fellowship Congregational UCC  
Rev. John Bain; First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 



Elder Nancy Crenshaw; First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
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Oregon  
Reverend Cecil Prescod; Ainsworth United Church of Christ  
Ms. Ann Hawkins; United Church of Christ 
Rev. Patricia Honszer; First Moravian Church 
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Reverend Greg Davidson Laszakovits; Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren 
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President of synod W/ELCA Lois Ann Griffiths; Good Shepherd Lutheran 
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Bishop Gladstone Adams III; The Episcopal Church in South Carolina 
 
Tennessee 
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Rev. Erin Racine; West End United Methodist Church 
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Sister Margaret Turk; Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
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Elder Phyllis T. Albritton; Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
Rabbi Ellen Jaffe-Gill; Tidewater Chavurah 
Rev. Elizabeth Buxton; Batesville United Methodist Church  
Rev. Dr. Leah Grundset Davis; Ravensworth Baptist Church 
Rabbi Esther Lederman; Temple Micah 
Rev. Alexis Kassim; Little River UCC  
Rev. Victor Tupitza; Calvary Baptist 
 
Washington 
Pastor Anne Hall; Lutheran Church in the San Juans 
Rev. Leah Atkinson Bilinski; Fauntleroy UCC 
Mr. Michael Ramos; Church Council of Greater Seattle  
Elder Leanne Sowers; Community of Christ 
Rev. Mark Lancaster; Generous Heart Sangha 
Rev. Sandra Messick; Northwest Regional Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Anita Peebles; Seattle First Baptist Church 
Sr. Charlene Hudon, SP; Sister Of Providence Mother Joseph Province 
 
Washington, D.C. 
Bro. Brian McLauchlin; Divine Word Missionaries 
Rabbi Daniel Zemel; Temple Micah 
Sister Hena Zuberi; Rashidun Community Center & Mosque 
Rev. Maria Swearingen; Calvary Baptist Church 
Rev. Sally Sarratt Calvary Baptist Church 
Rev. Elizabeth Bebber; Christ House Washington 
Rev. Dr. Kristopher Norris; Calvary Baptist Church 
Rev. Elizabeth Hagan; Palisades Community Church 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Gentle; National City Christian Church 
Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner; Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
Dr. Michael Bledsoe; Riverside Baptist Church 
Rev. Eric Bebber; Baptist 
Sister Denise Curry; Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur  
 
West Virginia  
Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins; Bethany Memorial  
Rev. Dr. Frederick Trost; United Church of Christ 
Rev. Sonja Ingebritsen; Community of Hope UCC 
 
Wisconsin  
Rev. Dr. Rex Piercy; Retired  
Sister Ruth Battaglia; Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes Fond du Lac 
Sr. Stella Storch; Dominican Fond du Lac 



Sister Brigid Layden; CSA 
Rev. Irene Senn; House Church 
Associate of the Sisters of St. Agnes Patricia Belongie; Sisters of Saint Agnes 
Sister Diane Bauknecht ; Sisters of St. Agnes 
Sister Jeremy Quinn; Sisters of St. Agnes 
Sister Jean Salchert; Sisters of St. Agnes 
Dr. Heather Price; Marian University  
 
National 
Patricia Siemen, OP; Dominican Sisters of Adrian 
Jason Smith; Alliance of Baptists 
Dominica LoBianco; Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Robert Foss; Ascension Alliance for Spiritual Renewal 
Janice Cebula ; Sisters of St. Francis 
Miki Laws; PC (USA) Retired 
Teresa Hord Owens; Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Julia Karimu; Division of Overseas Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Michael Babitch; Christian Community 
Julie Kubasak; Daughters of Charity, Province of the West 
Mary Mindling; Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
Ann Scholz, SSND Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Kate Kooyman; Office of Social Justice, Christian Reformed Church in North America 
Anna Marie Reha; School Sister of Notre Dame 
Rachel Kahn-Troster T'ruah; The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 
Mary E. Hunt; Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual (WATER) 
Janice Bader; Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
Peter Levitt; Salt Spring Zen Circle 
Rose Marie Tresp; Sisters of Mercy 
LeDayne McLeese Polaski; BPFNA Bautistas por la Paz 
Johnny  Sears; Academy for Spiritual Formation 
Sharon Altendorf; Union of Sisters of the Presentation of the BVM US Province 
Judy Byron, OP; Adrian Dominicans 
David Saperstein; Senior Advisor for Strategy and Policy, Union for Reform Judaism  
Michael Neuroth; United Church of Christ 
Linda Haydock; Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
Marie Lucey; Franciscan Action Network 
Carol Blythe; Calvary Baptist 
Sister Anna Marie Reha; School Sister of Notre Dame 
 


